LESSON PrLaN For USe WitH THE PicTUuRE Book CooOLIES, By YIN

(also refer to the Coolies lesson plan by Janae Oveson)

Main Curriculum Tie
1. Massachusetts Common Core Chinese Language Arts Standards — Level 5 —
Reading: Literature
-CRL L5.1
-CRLL5.2
-CRLL5.3
2. Massachusetts Common Core Chinese Language Arts Standards — Level 5 —
Reading: Foundational Skills
-CRF L5.1
-CRF L5.2
- CRF L5.2b
-CRFL5.3
- CRF L5.3¢
3. Massachusetts Common Core Chinese Language Arts Standards — Level 5 —
Writing
-CW L5
-CW L5.1a
-CW L5.1b
-CW L5 1c
-CW L5.1d
-CWL53
-CW L5.7
-CWL59
4. Massachusetts Common Core Chinese Language Arts Standards — Level 5 —
Speaking & Listening
-CSLLs.1
-CSL L5.1a
-CSL L5.1b
-CSL L5.1¢
-CSLLs.1d
-CSLL5.3
-CSLL54
-CSL L5.4a
-CSLLs.5

Required material:

- Coolies (one for each group), OR iPad/laptop for each group for video playing.
- Colored Markers

- Posters



- iPad

- sticky notes
- notebook

- pens/pencils

Main concepts taught in this book

Racial Equality Why were Shek and Wong and the other Chinese

o -2 workers left out of the celebration when the two
railroads finally met? Explain how the Chinese workers
were treated unfairly compared to others doing the
same type of work.

Immigration Why were Shek and Wong willing to leave China? Do

BR you know anyone who has left their home country to
live in a different country? What are some of the
reasons people might do this?

Heroism What does it mean to be brave? Identify something a

FBEATH character in Coolies did that was brave. Share a time
when you did something brave.

Pre-Reading Activity: & M E#EN R, LFRELRA—HSH D AHRXERIEZ
THHEL, RE, Fia/hEATRENER, SFEAESWEITICHMEEH, Use the
attached activity sheet to have students mark their opinions of the following
statements below in pairs or individually. Then, start with small group discussions of
each statement or use it as a springboard for a whole class discussion.
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(EEFEMNRAEZS—TE
K&, | would leave my
whole family to live and work in
another country.
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| could work 12 hours a day,
outside, in all kinds of weather.

AXNTAEMREG BEeEKE
AR—#E R, Faced with
unfair treatment, | will unite
with everyone to resist.

HEMERERRPEHR
Ao | would do anything to
keep my family from going
hungry.




Listening Focus: IV T FANERRILEIR LWEEZR, BRHMRRES=Z
— N XFRERNTABHHE, tMEEMKRLIIHMRESE, BHITREhXER
& NI #3315 . After discussing student answers on the pre-reading activity chart,
explain that you are going to share a story about two brothers who agreed to do all the
things listed on that chart. Ask them to listen to how those characters are treated in the

story.

Share the significant plots in the book: share the following plots with students

through PPT slides. (Appendix A)

Ask the following questions (4-51):

*  Why did Shek and Wong leave China?

*  Describe what Shek and Wong look like (face, clothes, hair).

*  How was Shek and Wong’s journey to the United States?

*  How were the lives of Shek and Wong in the U.S.? Did they get fair treatment?

*  How were the lives of white workers? Did they get fair treatment?

*  How was Shek and Wong’s work in the U.S.? Did they get fair treatment in
their workplace?

*  How was it for workers from other racial groups? Did they get fair treatment?

*  During the celebration when the two railroads finally met, who was there and
who was left out? Why?

Small group reading activity: have students read the whole book in small groups for
5 minutes.

- Sending books to each group.

- OR playing a read-aloud video in each group.

Instructional Activity: $2E2 % &4 {RE R {th 13 B 8 ZE B ShekF1Wong 2 fn{a] #5 31 1F
B, EHEME ERKEMUKERE, ILFEBRIINE P —KERAR, ARBHESE
B4R 5 =X Sk |25 S BB AT 148 15 5 =X RO 2R 78 SR “graffiti your wall”, (524 BNiZ 5 8UFE Al
FEBRAL MEFEALUEAS T4KERE, TAEFER LR FNIIMEZ,
LTSS ERIRE RS, MRS, REXEBRRMMEN, (IR 7THE
LEPNRFEIANEHRILEARIRENIR, SEMINEHRTERIFHEF
, BEMAESE T EERMIME,

Remind the students you asked them to listen to how Shek and Wong were treated in
the story. Have 4 poster papers put up on the walls of your room and ask students to
move to one of the poster papers and “graffiti your wall” with a picture or a sentence
or a couple of words or anything that represents how the brothers were treated.
(Students should spread out amongst all posters — use more than 4 if desired - and all
can be adding their “graffiti” at the same time. Give a 2-3 minute time limit. After
they return to their seats, quickly ‘read’ their responses aloud. (They will most likely
focus on the fact that the Chinese workers were not paid the same wages for the same
work, or that they were called names, or that they were given the more dangerous
jobs).

Sharing extended readings:

A L TRPXBEXTF 2

PERE—TXTHRBEZRMATFER, M— T ERBRLXEZMNAA TR, AIREE—
BAPEFL, FFABEFREIAZIMEMEMFANFAL, FFLMFENLRE
RIS R EEER,



Share one final clip about the railroad building told from the perspective of a young
girl whose father was a Chinese Laborer. Ask students to listen for any additional
ways the Chinese workers were maltreated. Tell them they will have the opportunity
to add anything new to the "graffiti wall".

€ Building the Transcontinental Railroad (3 min.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4Y gEMykqAQ

Final reflections the Padlet (encourage students to make associations with
current world):

BFETFpadlet, I AZHIIKS (EMAA%4), #padlet Cooliesix— T TR HE
UTRBRBREER%, EN1054,

1. Reflection on the story.

*  How do you feel about the story?

* How do you feel about Shek and Wong?

*  How were Shek and Wong’s lives in the United States?

*  What did Shek and Wong do to help themselves?

*  How did workers in other racial groups react?

*  Why were Shek and Wong being treated unfairly?

» If you were Shek or Wong, what would you do?

*  Would Shek and Wong be treated differently if they were from other
ethnic groups?

»  Can you relate to anything that happened in real life?

*  What will you do to help?

2. Connecting to the current world.

* Have you experienced anything that made you uncomfortable during
the pandemic?

* How do you feel when you read news like this?

* Have you ever experienced unfairness in your communities or schools?
And why?

* Have you ever seen someone be treated badly because of their skin color?

Wrap up with their final thoughts about the historical story about Chinese immigrant
workers and the deep discussions on whether people in the “unfavored” group should
stand up for themselves.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4YgEMykqAQ

